Having Your Own Headstone | 


by Jon Beatty Fish SEP WG VG 


It has come to my attention that 
in recent times a specific headstone 
has been reserved with my name on 
it in the Heber City Cemetery. 
With tongue planted firmly in 
cheek, might I say that I am alive 
and well living in northern Califor- 
nia? 

I understand that there are some 
who would think living in Califor- 
nia only to be one step up the lad- 
der from outer darkness. However, 
for those who have had questions 
about life after death, let me share 
some of my thoughts. (I will not 
enclose my exact whereabouts in 
case the contract on me is still 
open.) 

Let me simply say that the 
existence of life for me, following 
the death date on the stone in ques- 
tion, has been nothing short of 
wonderful; as in — it's a wonderful 
life! During that period I have mar- 
ried for eternity the girl of my 
dreams, and we have parented five 
children,-Though some of their ac- 
tions have been beyond worldly de- 
scription, as best as I can judge, 
they have been normal, healthy 
children. I think, from experience, 
that I am a fairly good judge of how 
brain dead teenagers can be at times. 
Fortunately for all of us — me in- 
cluded — the lights do come back 
on and we charge off into adulthood 
with some zeal and zest for life; not 
death. 

For those who say the veil is 
thin between life and death, you 
should have been with me and some 
of my Heber friends on several oc- 
casions in 1965! I will not repeat 
them here so as to enable Mother 
and Jim to continue living out their 
mortal existence. 

Life was absolutely grand before 
July of 1965. It has only gotten 
better since. I am quite certain that I 
am still amongst the living or 
those plague shots in boot camp 
would not have knocked me to my 
knees. Nor would have the income 
tax I paid one year. 

I am certain that I am still 
amongst the living even though 
one of our children was affection- 
ately deemed "the destroying angel." 

There are several individuals who 
might have thoughtlessly scratched 
deep into the back of the Murdock 
headstone, my name and the death 
date of 24 July 1965. I can elimi- 
nate several suspects with ease. 

The school teacher who said to 
me in June of 1965, "Someone 
ought to put you out of your mis- 


ery,” really didn't meant. She 
couldn't have. She gave me a C 
minus in the class. 

The youth leader who said that 
year, "Honestly, sometimes I could 
just wring your neck," also later 
apologized. 

My nemesis peer, who put his 
fist and arm through my wind- 
shield, only to ride on the hood of 
my '58 Ford down to the old Heber 
Hospital, where Dr. Green sewed 27 
stitches into him, was not bright 
enough to spell "July" correctly. 

The bishop, who quoted a bibli- 
cal verse of "death comes unexpect- 
edly!" was not speaking directly to 
me, but rather giving a stirring 
sermon to all the ward, in hopes 
that we would all change our lives. 

Now, to those who might still 
be on the suspect list, I will not 
name them personally, hoping that 
that will salve their conscience into 
letting old wounds heal, but there 
were a couple of real possibilities. 

I dated a USU freshman that 
summer and her macho ex-boyfriend 
did not take kindly to a "hick from 
Heber" winning over her heart. I 
knew he was angry when he kicked 
my front tire flat with his cowboy 
boot. It was also him who said, as 
he picked my 145 pound frame up, 
"Let's see if these boys from Heber 
bounce more than twice." 

He might have etched my name 
at the cemetery. 


There was the Heber boy who 
resented me from the beginning. He 
was born and raised here. I only 
moved in during junior high 
school. 


Our chemistry never balanced. I 
should have recognized that imme- 
diately when he tried to blow me up 
in Glen Carlile's science class on 


the top floor of the old high school 
in 1961. We never were able to re- 
solve our differences after. 


He might have etched my name 
at the cemetery. 


There was a girl who comes to 
mind. She had participated in the 
Waspette initiations that summer, 
which I ramrodded. We chose the 
Heber Cemetery, thinking it an 
ideal place to scare the girls. She 
did not think it funny when we ran 
her into an open grave in the wee 
hours of the morning. I think she 
would have forgiven and forgotten 


excepting the dirt we shoveled in on 
top of her. 


It might have been her who 
scratched that death threat into the 
Murdock headstone. 


The other person, who I strongly 
believe is responsible for this das- 
tardly deed, was the Wasatch High 
School athlete/teammate kicked off 
the baseball team in March of 1965 


because of his breaking training. He 
never did forgive the coach for pun- 
ishing him, and not me. He was 
never able to work out the anger in 
his heart that stemmed from the fact 


that I had ducked out of sight when 
the coach drove by Linda's house at 
midnight, where he simply froze up 
and stood like the Statue of Liberty. 
He should have at least hidden those 


three rolls of toilet paper stuck on 
the toilet plunger in his hand, in- 
stead of "lifting it upward" like the 
First Lady of Freedom in New York 
harbor. 


Thinking back on those 24 
years, I am certain that some have 
looked at my crudely etched name 
and said, "Fools names and fools 
faces, always appear in public 
places." It is true that I have been 
called that — and I have probably 
even responded to the title — but I 
hold no ill feelings; even though 
someon2 was deadly serious about 
me having my own headstone carly 
in life. 


One family member recently said 
they would pay to have the decp 
scratches removed. I discouraged 
that, believing that this might be 
my only chance to have a monu- 


ment raised to my name in my 
hometown of Heber. 

I wonder if the logical thing to 
do is to petition the Mayor's Office 
for an honorary burial plot amongst 
the Murdock family? They could 
find themselves in worse company 
than me. i 


On second thought, can a feller 
buy a burial plot. in the Heber 
Cemetery? The headstone is already 
there. Perhaps the one who wrote 
the original death date could slip in 
and make a correction at. the even- 
tual time of my demise. I hope that 
is still a few years off. 


TO BUY 
Old wood furniture 


Call 
783-2221 


Old Hand Tools 
WANTED 
farm, timber, 

ranching, mining 


783-2417 


50 Apartments for 
Rent 
Heber City 


TCHENETTES; $60 per person 
w week with one in room. In- 
udes color TV with HBO, 24 
lannels, all utilities and maid 
vice. 654-0651. 

34879 tin 


VO BDRM. APT., modern brick 
lilding, w/d hookup, lots of 


ibinet space, no pets, dis- 
unted rent $249. Call 654- 
103. 


tfn 


S Le 
NE BDRM. APT., furnished, 
ilities paid, $160/mo. Call 654- 
116. 

37329 tfn 


a a LLL 


\RGE 3 bdrm. apt., no pets. 


wner/agent, 654-3410 days, 
4-3964 evenings. 
37419 tin 


NO BDRM. APT. newer, 
ean, heat-efficient and cool in 
immer. Sorry, no pets. Refer- 
ices. Call Dave at 654-1400. 
tfn 


RLY NEW 2 BDRM. duplex for 
nt. Nice yard and garden space 
allable. 316 No. 500 East, 
ber. Please call 654-2329 or 
4-1967. 

mar22 


EOR EES eed 
\RGE CLEAN 2 bdrm. apt. close 
down town Heber. Stove & re- 


gerator included. $260/mo. Call 
466-3123. 


mar29 


or Summer Jobs. We Are 
2 Following Postions: 

r Youth 

18 

nour 


Corps (YCC) 
18 
per hour 


Cooks 
Dishwashers 


d Other Job Possibilities, 
Heber, 90 North Valley 
0360 


ana one chiiid. Call after 6 p.m. 
654-5221. 
C37398 


TWO BDRM. HOME FOR RENT. 
Nice neighborhood, close to 
town. Call "654-4589; -654-2655 
evenings, 
et 
DANIEL AREA — 3 bdrm., 2 bath, 
laundry room, basement, 2-car 
garage. Water & garbage paid. 
$450/mo. Call Jack Craig, 654- 
4202. 

Cc xmar22 
FOR RENT — 3 bdrm. house, w/d 
hookups, good location, fenced 
yard, $325 plus $100 deposit. 
Call 654-0769. 
Cc 


mar22 


200 Homes Rent 
Miscellaneous 
Area 


— EEE EEE ee 
PARK CITY, large 2 bdrm. home 
on 1/3 acre, garage, $550/mo. 
plus deposits. Call Linda, Davis 
Bros. Realty, 654-3024 or 654- 
3577. 

C tfn 
BEAUTIFUL WANSHIP HOME, 3 
bdrm., 2 bath, family room, 
sauna, formal dining, 2-car 
garage, full basement. Must rent 
before Apr. 4. $500/mo. Call 
336-2420. 


C5314 mar31B 


210 Mobile Homes 
for Rent Heber City 


TWO BDRM. TRAILER. Wid 
hookup, storage shed, 1-1/2 
bath, $275/mo. Call 654-3723. 
Cc mar22 
FOR RENT — double wide 3 
bdrm. mobile home, 1-1/2 bath, 
$360/mo plus deposit. Available 
April 1. Call 654-2160 days, 964- 
9081 nights. 


LOOK 


For Rent 
14 x 70 mobile 
home 
3 bdrm., 2 bath 
Rent incls. w/s/g & lot 
space, Cable T.V. 
Call 


PLEASANT VALLEY 
MOBILE HOME PARK 


One mobile home space 
now available. 
Close to shopping & schools. 


654-3480 & 654-0201 


tin 


FOR RENT 
3 bdrm., washer/dryer, 
stove, fridge 

$360 mo. 


ne 
SCR LTE RE ERE P. 


POSSIBLE COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTY for sale. Six bdrm., 2 
bath, large living & family rooms. 
New kitchen, extra lot 100 ft. x 
200 ft. One-half block east of 
Heber Creeper. Call 654-3913, 
xmar29 


NEWER HUGE 4,000 sq. ft. family 
home in Midway. Five plus 
bdrms., 3-1/2 bath, w/attached 3 
bdrm. rental unit, 1/4 acre. 
$95,000 or offer. Deal w/owner. 
Call 654-3646. 
Cc 


__nemar22 


300 Mobile Homes 
for Sale Heber City 


FOR SALE: mobile home. 1979 
Govenor, 3 bdrm., 1-1/2 bath, 
good condition. Pay off loan. Call 
454-3455, (Altamont.) 
Cc 


xmar22 


310 Mobile Homes 
for Sale Misc. Area 


1981 KIT 14x70 mobile home. 
Two bdrm., 2 bath, master bed- 
room has walk-in & garden tub. 
May leave on lot. Call 783-2480. 
C6067 xapr7B 


360 Acreage 
Miscellaneous 
Area 


LOVELY, QUIET 3'/2 ACRE 
building site between Heber and 
Charleston. Low down, flexible 
terms, $31,500. Call 654-2068. 


C34361 tin 


390 
Lost and Found 


eee 
HAVE YOU FOUND AN ITEM? 
PLACE A FOUND AD FOR NO 
CHARGE 
(oe E E 
LOST $40 at Heber City Park Fri- 
day evening, March 10. 5 + 5 + 
10 + 20. Call M. Yates at 783- 
4568 or write: Box 371, Kamas, 
UT 84036. Thank you. 


FOUND — March 2, size 5 denim 
vest In Taco Time dining area. _ 


410 Livestock 


TOP QUALITY HAY, deliver or 
pick up. Also straw & sawdust. 
Burningham Enterprises. Closed 
Sungays Call 654-2063. 

tin 


TT 


